LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
On the ist December Lord Redesdale introduced his
Bill for the appointment of a Vice-Chancellor. The delay
in the decision of Appeals was a growing evil of enormous
magnitude, which put parties to serious loss and incon-
venience. The Bill was again warmly debated when it
arrived in the Commons, but it passed on the iyth March
1813, and Sir Robert Plumer, the Attorney-General,
became the first Vice-Chancellor.
Lady Redesdale's health had for some time been causing
great anxiety to her family, and Lord Redesdale gave up
much of his parliamentary work, and the vast correspon-
dence and research it entailed, to be with her. She died
in Harley Street on the 22nd August 1817 and the blow
to her husband was overwhelming. She had never been
strong enough to take a very active share in his life, but
the constant references to her in his letters show how deep
was the love and sympathy between them. Her gentle
way and her charity endeared her to every one with whom
she came in contact. The death of her little girl in 1811,
followed in the following year by the murder of her
brother, Spencer Perceval, had been tragic sorrows,
bravely borne, but they left her with weakened health and
an easy prey to the rapid consumption which finally set
in. She left a son, John Thomas, afterwards Earl of Redes-
dale, then twelve years old, and a daughter. After her
death Lord Redesdale's health failed, and though he
laboured on bravely amid a mass of parliamentary work
his letters imply that the effort was sometimes too much
for his strength. The Journals of the House of Lords
record his name on most of the important committees;
in many of them he did the lion's share of the work and
it was said that no one but the Chancellor approached him
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